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PLEASE STAY
The sun sifted through the treetops, filtering
its way through the new buds of leaves
visible on slender branches. I walked the
familiar trail, enjoying clean spring air.
This walk is impressive during each season,
swaying from green leaves and bright flowers to dazzling autumn splendor, from
brown leaves crunching to the soft whispers of snow.
While looking upward at these enduring giants, whose limbs hang over the stillness of
the pond, I tripped.
Catching myself, I glanced down at the worn path, where a massive root twisted its
way along the trail, mostly embedded beneath the dirt, but occasionally rearing. My
foot had tangled in it, causing me to stumble, but of course doing no harm to the tree
itself. It is a behemoth of a beauty, which based on stature and breadth, is ancient. Old
and anchored to this impressive patch of land.
I grew up watching our congregation receive the bread and wine on the first Sunday of
each month. Our pastor grasped a freshly baked loaf of bread, each end wrapped in a
white cloth napkin. He ripped the loaf in half, and careful to cradle each end in cloth,
passed the broken halves to both sides of the congregation. Up and down the pews,
each person tearing a small piece before passing. And then
Jesus said, "Take, eat; this is my body which is broken for you; do this in
remembrance of Me."
The rhythm of this unchanged Lord’s Supper, month by month, year by year, was a
continual reminder of the broken body of Christ. The tearing of the loaf felt painful
and beautiful; somber and hopeful.
One day, however, a church member grew offended. She and her husband had voiced
their complaint over the lack of proper hygiene in the passing and plucking of the loaf,
but to no avail. Nothing had changed in their favor, and growing incensed, they
grabbed their marbles, plus a few other members, and marched to another church
playground, never to return. The seeds of division festered.

This world is full of many who are
applauding each other for leaving their
churches, taking a break, venturing to
greener pastures, or staying home and
nursing grievances. Everyone is offended at
the injustices of this life, and sin in the body
of Christ. While I am not condoning any sin,
I ponder mostly the injustice done to Jesus,
hanging nailed to the cross, the only perfect
man and a perfect God. He died for the sins
of his people, for his bride, the church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail.
(Matthew 16:18)
To those of you tempted to hop on this
bandwagon named Departure, I ask
you to please stay.
My husband is also my pastor, and most
Sundays, after he preaches, and we walk to
the back to greet people, I whisper: great
message. And then we turn to converse with
our congregation as they exit the sanctuary.
What I really mean by great message is this:
Your words deeply offended me today. As
you preached, I realized how often I sin, and
then, as you read supporting Scriptures, my
heart was pricked. I took notes and
apologized to God, asking him to help me
repent, obey, and delight in him. As I
confessed, God softened my heart, and
opened my ears to hear his truth. So,
although I might have stepped into the
service worried about this, and annoyed
by that, I have now spent an hour and a half
upon the Great Surgeon’s operating table,
and have become more overwhelmed with
my own sin than I am with getting my own
way.

Each one of us is prone to reverse this,
swimming along the current of culture,
feeling completely justified with our toddler
approach of demanding our rights, and our
way, and completely ignoring our sin.
I have discovered that there is only one
thing destroyed by my repentance, and that
is my pride.
Please stay.
Stay in your Bible preaching church with
imperfect people, imperfect pastors and
imperfect teachers. Stay and commit to
hiding God’s word in your heart, reading
and meditating every single day. Stay and
humbly repent of your own sins. Stay and
pray for others. Stay and serve. Stay and
speak a kind word. Stay and confront a
grievous sin. Stay and be confronted. Stay
and forgive. Stay and encourage your pastor,
who is often left alone to carry the weight of
his calling and the weight of his flock. Stay
and temper your complaints, placing them
before the Almighty God in prayer before
taking further action. Stay and put a hand on
a discouraged shoulder, and in doing so
encourage the entire church body to move
towards unity. Stay and show forbearance
and long-suffering; modeling commitment
for your spouse, your children, and your
grandchildren in the midst of this transient
world. Stay and extend deference to the nonessential opinions of others. Stay and be the
church without owning the church, because
the church belongs to God.
Stay and be changed.
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Psalms 1:1-4 "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. [2] But his delight
is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."
(Article was previously published by Kristin, the author, a Christian blogger on the web).
Be in Prayer,
Pastor Carroll
SBC 2.1 for 2021

Plan now for your child to go to camp
in July. The Brochure is out and posted
on the bulletin board. If you would like
to sponsor a child in part or in whole
please see the church office.

To have a song of joy in
difficult times, keep your
heart focused on the grace
of God.

Mother’s Day

Knowing that the strength
given to us by Christ will be
equal to any challenge we
face.
Choose God’s JOY over the
worlds deceptive life
wrecking ways.
Remember the unfailing
promises of God to never
leave or forsake you, and
you will find hope even
amid your storms.
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The Christian Home
Free Course Offered By Hampton Roads School of the Bible

This upcoming Semester, starting
September 9th Hampton Roads School
of the Bible will be offering one free
course on the Christian Home. This
topic is so important that we are making
it available to Sharon Baptist Church
members and regular attenders for free.
The only requirement is faithful
attendance. (To complete the course
for free you are required to follow the
HRSOTB attendance policy, attending 10 of the 12 class sessions.) If you fail to attend the
class faithfully we will be asking for the tuition cost to be paid for that single class.
Please register today if you intend on taking this free class using the sign-up sheet in the
back of the Sanctuary. All those who attend will receive the student notebook.
We will do our best to provide child care for that hour block of instruction, but you must let
us know in advance if you need child care.
Class Dates are as follows:
September 2nd
September 14th *
September 21st *
September 30th
October 7th
October 14th
October 28th

November 4th
November 9th *
November 18th
December 2nd
December 9th

* Class will be on Tuesday night instead of Thursday night.
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Sharon Baptist Church is “Gearing up” to host its annual
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 2021!
It’s been a long two years
since we’ve been able to host
one of our favorite events.
The excitement is starting to
mount as we begin
preparations for Sharon’s
annual Vacation Bible
School (27 June – 1 July
2021). The theme for
this year’s event is, “Wonder
World Funfest- Amazed by
our Extraordinary Savior”.
Our students will
experience a four day
excursion at the amusement
park, complete with rides,
games, outdoor activities
and great food. Through the
daily lessons we’ll explore
some of the extraordinary
deeds that Jesus performed while here on this Earth (i.e. feeding the masses, calming the
seas, healing the blind man and raising the dead). The lessons are designed to help increase
our faith and make clear that Jesus is our all powerful Son of the living God and the Savior of
the world. I promise that the lessons will be inspiring and uplifting, the music program is
always a big hit, the craft and game-time activities will be fun-filled and the Sermons will
give students a better understanding of how we are to trust Jesus in all things. There will be
plenty of food, games, prizes and fun for all.
We are blessed to once again host one of our all-time favorite evangelists, Bro. “Tricky”
Ricky Henson. For many years he has served our church by leading our annual VBS. For
those who have never met our brother, you are in for a treat! Aside from being a gifted,
world renowned evangelist, he is also a very talented illusionist and ventriloquist. The
students will be thoroughly entertained while receiving a daily dose of God’s Word from one
of His most talented servants. Many young and old souls have been led to the saving grace
of our Lord and Savior due in large part to his sermons. I encourage you not to miss a single
day of our five day journey. I strongly encourage parents to attend the nightly closing
assemblies so they will have an opportunity to hear Bro Ricky preach; I promise you won’t
be disappointed. So kids/parents I recommend you get on the phone now and start inviting
your friends to this incredible event. Just imagine how excited you’ll be to know that you
had a hand in leading one of your friends or loved ones to the Lord.

Brothers and sisters this calls for an “all hands on deck” effort to prepare for this event. Our
VBS is our largest, most complex undertaking of the year, with lots of different activities
going on. So I ask that you strongly consider giving of your talents and abilities in helping
make this year’s VBS a memorable experience for our young folks. I’m excited about what
the Lord has in store for us. Planning efforts are already underway. We will hold our kickoff
meeting on Saturday, 5 June (10:00 AM) and a final planning meeting on 19 Jun. Meeting
minutes will be made available following each meeting.
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We’ll gather together one last time on 26
June to make final preparations, complete
decorating the church, and resolving any last
minute issues. Additional VBS materials,
decorations, crafts and prizes will be ordered
following the kickoff meeting and will be
available prior to the final planning meeting.
If you feel you need additional material to
enhance the learning experience for our
kids, let me know. A teacher’s packet
containing VBS related materials and
administrative supplies will be distributed to
each class the day prior.

The overwhelming level of support given by
our members has always been an inspiration
to me. New church members, I strongly
encourage you to get involved in this great
work. I promise we’ll find a place where
you can serve. The sense of
accomplishment will be far greater than
words can say and if just one young soul
receives the gift of salvation during our time
together, the effort will have been well
worth it. As always I look forward to
working with each of you, we’re going to
have a fun filled time!

For years Sharon’s VBS has been one of the
most enjoyable events in the hearts and
minds of our local community.

Bro John

WHY I ATTEND PRAYER MEETING
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Because the church is no stronger than its prayer meeting.
Because my influence upon other people.
Because I do not want to be a burden to my Pastor.
Because I want to live so unsaved people will have faith in me.
Because I am not ashamed of the religion of Jesus Christ.
Because prayer meeting is the hub around which the spiritual wheel
of the church revolves.
Because I want to live my faith before others.
Because when I neglect prayer meeting in my church, I harm its
good name, lessen its power, and discourage its members.

Submitted by: Mary Samuels
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A BIG thank you from the Bus
Ministry at Sharon Baptist
Church. Thank you for all those
that prayed, went out, knocked
on doors, signed up families and
Shared the Gospel with our
Jerusalem…
The Bus Ministry, Bro Spence

With God’s help and your
continued prayers lets keep those
buses rolling!

A great breakfast for our bus workers!
Thank you for all the work that is done
behind the scenes.
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01
04
07
08
12
16
21

Annalise Bailey
Bill Geouge
Linda Paquette
Rolando Mendoza
Ricky McDonough
Sarah Bailey
Devin Callahan

22
22
24
27
29
29

Annie Griffin
Brian Melville
Barbara Sapp
Isabella Musick
Gary Good
Sheila Titus

02
03
06
07
08
10
11

Alexandria Johnson
Daniel Titus
Diana Hooper
Sharon Crow
Christina Callahan
James Lynskey
Edward Phillips IV

In Memory of
Carol Seeley
July 13th

13
14
16
20
24

Lynn Galloway
Daniel Musgrove
Jonathan Hooper
Rick McDonough
Daisy McNeely

In Memory of
Claudia Lynskey
July 24th

02
02
06
07
08
14

Jean Blake
Sandi Griffin
Haleigh Messier
Michelle Reaves
Janie Good
Maria Robertson
In Memory of
George Banks
August 17th

23 Joan Berry
26 Janet Musick
In Memory of
Paul Richard
August 26th

28 Debbie Bailey
30 Scott Carroll
31 Surat Kruger

Gary & Janie – June 23rd
Jonathan & Diana – July 26th
Sam & Mary – July 28th
Ed & Tracy – August 2nd
Daniel & Sheila – August 16th
8

“And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make
known the mystery of the gospel, For which I am an ambassador in bonds: that Therein I
may speak boldly, as I ought to speak” Ephesians 6:19,20
One of the great American ships that dominated the high seas in the heyday of transatlantic
travel was the SS United States, better known as the “Big U." The Big U was a passenger
liner that was not only built for comfort, but for speed, setting and retaining the fastest
transatlantic crossing for an ocean liner at 3 days, 10hrs and 40min. She was the last of her
kind in the grand age of ocean travel as the celebrated days of crossing the Atlantic by liner
would come to a close. The convenience and speed of air travel would quickly usher in the
end of that era.
Today the ‘’Big U” has long been out of service and is only a shadow of what it used to be.
As She sits idly tied to her moors in the city of Philadelphia, time and the elements have had
their way, bathing her steel with rust and corrosion.
In comparison, as you look at the current state of that grand ship, it somewhat resembles that
of a once vibrant and active Christian or Church, one that was on the move, bold, committed,
serving; setting records with the Lord if you will.
But now it seems we have entered into a new era as well.
Door to door evangelism and Soul-Winning efforts have been replaced with live stream
services and casual Christianity. That ‘grand ship’ now finds itself moored to the docks of
silence and stillness; weather beaten by the cares of life and the rudiments of the world. So
many of us in the Lord seem to be aimlessly adrift in the seas of distractions, doubt and
discouragement.
Yet, Praise the Lord, in both cases there is cause for hope.
continued next page…
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As for the “Big U”, it’s encouraging to know that a conservatory group has dedicated itself to
one day seeing their beloved ship restored and returned to service on the high seas; to once
again fulfill her role as the world’s “flagship” in ocean travel. They envision a day when her
powerful engines would again stir the waters beneath her decks and those decks would be
filled with happy passengers. Nevertheless, with this vision comes the reality that it takes
willing resources, unyielding determination and great sacrifice to see it come to pass.
And for the idle Christian, the still Church, you are not without hope nor without an
Advocate. No matter what era or state we find ourselves in, or however far we may have
drifted from the Lord and His Great Commission, we can know, with all certainty, that Jesus
is still in the business of ‘restoration’. We can know again the joy of serving Christ in sharing
the good news of the word of God with a lost and dying world. And Just as that great ship
has it’s hope in those that love her, so do we have the sure mercies of God, with rest and
hope in the one that Loves us to the uttermost, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Be assured dear Christian, your Savior is far more willing, far more determined and far more
capable in the work of restoration than any human or earthly effort could ever be. Jesus
promises that He will “never leave nor foresake thee”. He also says, “Behold I stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will
sup with him, and he with me”. The seasons may change; the times may change, yet the Lord
declares, “I change not”! “Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to day, and forever”
What a comfort to know God’s promises!
So along with those that would love to see that great ship cast off her lines and set sail again,
let us pray as God’s people, that His servants, His Church and all those that labor and have
labored for the cause of Christ, would likewise cast off their lines from the bounds of
idleness and complacency to once again serve the Lord to the fullest, realizing again their
call and purpose in the Lord; to be the “flagship” of the Gospel as the Ambassadors of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
- Spencer Close, Bus Director, Sharon Baptist Church

“Faithful People Working Faithfully for God”
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Ladies Celebration 2021

Be still and know
that I Am God

Psalm 46:10

The Date: Saturday September 18th
The Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm

All workers arrive at 8:00 am and go to the Sanctuary.
Vendors will be open from 8:45 till 9:45 and after the event.
We need everyone to register and prepay by September 1 st. All that register and pay at the
door the cost will be $35 no matter the age or category. We want to be sure we have enough
food and other items on hand.
Sr. Pastor’s Wives – Free (you will still need to register and let us know if you can’t attend)
Teens - $20 (14-18 still in high school)
Sr. Citizens age 70 and up - $20
All Others - $25
Sorry but no children under 14.
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There has always been the
question: Which came first,
the chicken or the egg?
Answer: The chicken came
first. The bible says in Genesis
1:20-22 that God made the
winged fowl, and then He said,
“…let fowl multiply in the
earth.” So, the chicken then
laid the first egg.

Noodle Rice Pilaf
¼ cup butter or margarine
1 cup long grain rice
½ cup uncooked fine egg noodles
2 ¾ cups chicken broth
2 T. minced fresh parsley or dried
In sauce pan melt butter. Add rice and
noodles. Cook and stir until lightly
browned, about 3 mins. Stir in broth.
Bring to a boil and reduce heat. Cover
and simmer 20-25 min or till broth is
absorbed and rice is tender. Stir in
parsley. Enjoy!

Serving with a Servant’s Heart
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June 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

1
Next News letter
Due date is
August 15th

6

7

3

8

9

15

16

10

21

22

23

4

11
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

17

Patch Club
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

Bus Workers
Breakfast 9am

Fri

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Patch Club
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

14

20

2

Thu

Patch Club
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

SBDC
Graduation
2:00 pm

13

Wed

18
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

24

25
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Patch Club
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

Sat

5
Bus/SS Prayer
9:30am
VBS Meeting
10:00 am

12
WMF Prayer
10:00 am

19
VBS Meeting
10:00 am

26
VBS Final
Preparations
10:00 am

Teen Bake Sale
after morn
service

27

28

29

30

1 July

VBS 27th thru July 1st Tricky Ricky will be here!
Ages 4 up to 16 Sun 11am till 1:45 pm
Mon – Thu 4pm till 7:30pm
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July 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

4

5

6

7

8

9

Sat

3
Bus/SS Prayer
9:30am

10

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Pleasure Island Bible Camp --- Junior Week
11

12

14

15

Choir Practice
5:30 pm

17

Pleasure Island Bible Camp --- Teen Week
19

20

21

22

Bus Workers
Breakfast 9am

25

16
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Gospel Sing
6:30 pm

18

13

23

24

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

26

27

28

29

30

31

Faithful Hands
9:15 am
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August 2021
Sun

1

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thu

5

Fri

6
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

8

9

10

11

12

13

Sat

7
Bus/SS Prayer
9:30am

14

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

15

16

17

18

19

Bus Workers
Breakfast 9am

20

21

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

News Articles
Due

22

23

24

Baptism

29

25

26

27
Faithful Hands
9:15 am

30

31

28

