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Be The Church in Faithfulness
NURTURING AN AFFECTIONATE MARRIAGE
I am no expert on marriage. But I have been
married long enough to experience those times
when coldness creeps in and distance grows.
The simplest lesson that the Lord has taught us
is the importance of time spent together. Taking
time to stop, look each other in the face, and
talk, has proven crucial. Some would call this
"going on dates", but it doesn’t have to be an
expensive dinner, a formal dress-up event, or a
trip away somewhere. The key ingredient is that
both of us are physically and mentally fully present, focused on each other. At times in our
lives, with small children, it’s been drinking coffee together on the couch during nap time.
A date is when we give the gift of our full attention, acknowledging our love for one another,
and talk about life–together.
It’s So Hard To Stop!
I fear that many couples rarely do this. Yes, we love each other. We live together. We share
duties and responsibilities, raise the kids, pay the bills, enjoy physical intimacy, maintain the
household, go to church, sacrifice for each other, and even share ministry. But in the midst of
it all, many of us find it hard to just stop, even for a few hours in a week. As a result, though
our relationship may not seem to have strife or turbulence, we are not emotionally and
spiritually close. We may be "one flesh" but not so much one spirit.
We know from Scripture that apart from our relationship with God our relationship with our
husband or wife is the most important one that we have. We might even have the key
passages on marriage memorized. Genesis 2:24 "Therefore shall a man leave his father and
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. " But many of us still
don’t take this relationship seriously enough to set aside time to be together, enjoy one
another, reflect, pray, or talk about the things of God together. When we do talk about family
or life issues, it is when a crisis comes and needs an immediate solution.
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The Danger Of Failing To Stay Warm
The potential consequences of failing to
maintain emotional and spiritual closeness
with our spouse are horrible: unfaithfulness,
various kinds of abuse, adultery, divorce,
ministry families becoming defeated and
quitting, as well as all the effects these
things have upon the children. Knowing
this, it is still hard to fight our sinful flesh
and prioritize our spouse, even minimally!
How can this be? The deceitfulness of the
human heart is overwhelming.
Men, we must fight inaction, laziness, and
temptation to prioritize other things over our
wives. Our friends, career, hobbies, or even
ministry opportunities, are not more
important than our wives! Malachi 2 tells us
that she is "the wife of thy youth," "she is thy
companion and the wife of thy covenant,"
and is to be loved.
I have targeted men here, but I have also
known women to prioritize friends, other
family members, children, careers, etc., over
their husbands.

Sit on the couch together.
Yes, that’s all. Cup of coffee or tea in hand,
just sit down and be together and talk. If
little ones are napping, that’s a great time for
mom. Maybe it is out on the porch or in the
yard. Just you two.
Take walks together.
Most of us need more exercise. Most of us
need more time with our spouse. Why not
kill two birds with one stone and do this
before the day begins? Not only does this
provide a wonderful time to talk about the
Word of God, especially if you read before
your walk, but it allows you to simply spend
time together.
Have weekly breakfast dates.
For most people, Saturday morning
breakfast dates work best. The point of this
date is to discuss life in general, talk about
the kids, and to review together God’s grace
in your lives. If you have children instead of
going out to eat, wake up earlier than the
kids and spend an hour together eating
breakfast while you communicate with your
spouse.

Here are some ideas that will help you to
draw close amid the busy schedule and lives
we live.
Coordinate your daily Bible reading or
read some other devotional book together.
This way we are meditating on many of the
same truths of God, and this encourages
discussion about spiritual things. We have
found that it is much easier to talk about the
Word when we are both reading the same
thing.
continued next page
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Keep in touch
I am talking about loving touches. It's
amazing how a kiss or an embrace reminds
us of the emotional warmth God intends for
us. Stop and acknowledge one another
physically, even if just for a moment. It
reminds us that we are each other’s
possession and comfort. It reminds us that
there is a vital link between us that needs to
be maintained. Some couples have
customary moments to connect in a day,
while others prefer to be spontaneous.
Regardless, take the time.

To Serve The Lord thru
Sharon Baptist Church

Relative consistency is key
Scheduling time together helps you to keep
your relationship close. It keeps your love
warm. Coolness and distance are the alarm
bells calling for a schedule change in your
lives.
If you prioritize your relationship, God will
give you the wisdom to know how to take
practical steps to encourage closeness in your
marriage. Husbands, if you don’t know how
to do this, spend some time with your wife
and ask her!
Be the Church in Faithfulness,
Pastor Carroll
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SIGN UP FOR HAMPTON ROADS SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE
– CLASSES BEGIN ON SEPTEMBER 1ST

H

ampton Roads School of the Bible will

begin the Fall 1 Semester on September 1st,
2022. This past semester we had 12 students
graduate with a certificate in Biblical Studies!
Seven of these students were able to attend The
Crown College of the Bible graduation services
in Powell, TN. We have students from several
local churches in the area attending. The Fall
1 Semester would be a wonderful time to
encourage any Christian who desires to grow in the knowledge of the Lord and His
Word to attend classes. The School of the Bible is a Bible training program that helps
belivers to expand their understanding of the Bible and to be equipped for ministry in the
local church. The school is designed for members and workers in local churches, including
deacons, Sunday School teachers, youth and children’s workers, Bible study leaders, and
many others who simply desire to deepen their Bible knowledge and increase their
effectiveness in serving the Lord.
REGISTER ONLINE AT – www.SharonBaptistHamptonVA.com/school-of-the-bible.html
If you have any questions send me an email at hrsotb@sharonbaptisthamptonva.com
- Pastor James Grandinetti, Associate Pastor SBC
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The due date for
articles for the
September news
letter is due to
me by
14 August

Parents, camp is almost here!
July
Jr. Week 11-15 Teen Week 18-22
If you would like to sponsor a
child with what ever amount you
can let the church office know.

ARE YOU BUSY ENOUGH FOR GOD TO USE?
God never goes to the lazy or the idle when He needs people for His service. When He has
work to be done, He goes to those who are already at work. When God wants a great
servant, He calls a busy person. Think about the great men of the Bible who were busy when
God called:
Moses was busy with his flock at Horeb.
Gideon was busy threshing wheat by the wine press.
Saul was busy searching for his father’s lost sheep
David was busy caring for his father’s sheep
Elisha was busy plowing with twelve yoke of oxen.
Nehemiah was busy as the king’s cupbearer.
Amos was busy following the flock.
James and John were busy mending their fishing nets.
Matthew was busy collecting customs.
Saul was busy persecuting the friends of Jesus.
Are you busy enough for God to use?
Submitted by: Mary Samuels
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Saddle Up Sunday!
Lots of fun, and some good ole hotdogs
too!
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02
03
06
07
08
10
11

Alexandria Johnson
Daniel Titus
Diana Hooper
Sharon Crow
Christina Callahan
James Lynskey
Edward Phillips IV

13 Lynn Galloway
14 Daniel Musgrove
16 Jonathan Hooper
19 “In Memory of ”
Emilda Smith
20 Rick McDonough
24 Daisy McNeely

ENCOURAGE YOUR PASTOR
If you like your pastor’s sermons,
Why not stop and tell him so?
It will give him inspiration—
More than you will ever know.
If you like the work he’s doing,
Do not be afraid to say;
It will give him added courage
For the burden of the day.

JULY
Happy Anniversary
Jonathan & Diana
26th
Sam & Mary
28th

Just remember he has trials,
Just the same as you and I;
Though he can’t please all the people,
Neither could our Lord on high.
If you have a word of kindness—
Not a lot of flowery praise—
You should let your pastor know it;
It will brighten up his days.
Submitted by Mary Samuels

If you think he’s being partial
To some members of his flock,
He is merely being friendly –
Do not start a lot of talk!

7

Ladies Celebration 2022
The Garden of our Hearts

Date: Saturday September 17th
Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm
All workers arrive at 8:00 am and go to the Sanctuary.
Vendors will be open from 8:45 till 9:45 and after the event.

You may mail in your
registration/payment or
drop it by the church.
Online will not be available
this year.

We need everyone to register and prepay by September 1st. All that register and pay at
the door the cost will be $35 no matter the age or category. We want to be sure we have
enough food and other items on hand. Thank you for your understanding.

Sr. Pastor’s Wives – Free
(you will still need to register and let us know if you can’t attend)
Teens - $20 (14-18 still in high school)
Sr. Citizens age 70 and up - $20
All Others - $25
G r a n d P r i z e !
At the door its $35 no matter your age or category
Well, we are going to keep that
Sorry but no children under 14.

a secret again. All those that are
preregistered and paid will be in the
drawing for the Grand Prize. As usual
8 all
you must be present to claim any and
8
prizes. Hope to see you here!

“The Garden Of Our Hearts”
Our 15th Annual Ladies Celebration at
Sharon Baptist Church
September 17th, 2022 10 am – 3 pm
__________________________________________
Your name
_________________________________________
Church Name
________________________________________
Contact number
________________________________________
Email Address
Sr. Pastor’s Wife
(check box if applicable)
(Note: Sr. Pastor’s wifes are free)
Teen

18-69

70 & up

(Must be present to win any prizes)
Will only be accepting check or cash.
Online will not be available this year.

This part you fill out
and send in with your
payment.

*Vendors will be open at 8:45 – 9:45, during lunch
and after the event. Event is 10 am – 3 pm.
*Our speakers are Mrs. Diana Carroll, (our Pastor’s
wife) Mrs Shannon Grandinetti, (our Assistant
Pastor’s Wife) and our teen’s speaker will be
Mrs. Julie Little.
*Must be present to win any prizes.
*All that register with payment by Sep 1st will be
entered in the Grand Prize Drawing!
*Cost : Sr. Pastor’s Wives – Free, but still need to
register and notify us if not coming.
Teens - $20 (14-18 still in high school)
Sr. Citizens 70 and up - $20 All others - $25
 Anyone not preregistered & paid will have to
pay $35 at the door no matter your age or
category.
 Sorry but no children under 14
 Will only be accepting check or cash. Online will
not be available this year.
churchoffice@sharonbaptisthamptonva.com

This part you keep so
you have the basic
information.

O that we knew more of Thee, Thou ever precious one!
“And all the unknown joys He gives, Were brought with agonies unknown.”
“The weak Christian is as much a child of God as the strong one.”
“Knowing not that the stream must flow constantly from the fountain head, or else the brook
will soon be dry.”
To the soul that is still living, don’t let yourself dry up! Live nearer to God. Watch your lives
more carefully. A tiny sin can grow big enough to put a big crack in your armor, the same
9
way a tiny weed grows big enough to put a crack in a cement driveway.
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July 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

8

9

Help support a child/teen to be
able to attend camp!

3

4

5

10

6

7

Patch Clubs
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

Teen Bake Sale
12:00

11

12

13

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

14

15

Bus/SS Prayer
9:30am
Outreach/Bus
10:00 am

16

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

SS Assembly
9:45 am

Pleasure Island Bible Camp --- Junior Week
17
Baptism 12:00
Ministry Mtg
7:30pm
News Articles
Due

24
Missionary
Colton Lee

18

19

20

21

22

23

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Outreach
10am

Pleasure Island Bible Camp --- Teen Week
25

26

27
Patch Clubs
6:45pm &
Teen Time
7:00 pm

28

29

30

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

Outreach
10am
Fish Fry 12pm

31
For September the
News letter articles
will be due
the 14th of August

August 2022
Sun

Mon

1

Tue

2

Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

5

Sat

6

Faithful Hands Bus/SS Prayer
9:15 am
and Outreach
9:00 am

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Faithful Hands
9:15 am

14

Missionary
Dan
Schiffbauer
6:30pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

Faithful Hands Community
Day
9:15 am

News Articles
Due

21

22

23

24

29

30

31

Baptism 12:00

28

25

26

27

