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LIVING A GODLIER LIFE
THAN LAST YEAR
I used to hate the month of January. I’m not
a fan of cold weather, so I would say that
January and February are the worst two
months of the year. If I can just get to March,
then I’ll be happy again. I think the post-holiday blues had something to do with this
as well. But something changed in my thinking a lot of years ago. Unexpectedly, I
began to have a different perspective. Instead of seeing January as a month to dread
because of the cold, I began to love January because it signifies a new beginning and
the perfect time to make goals and personal life adjustments. I encourage you to
consider doing the same with your spiritual life. In other words, decide now what
changes you need to make to grow spiritually in 2021 and what that will look like.
So, the question we need to ask ourselves is "How can I live Godlier than last year?"
Here are some areas to consider as we move into 2021.
Bible Reading
Although the Bible is preached and read on Sunday's and Wednesday's it’s not enough
to sustain you throughout your week. Relying on Sunday sermons to spiritually feed
you all week is like relying on breakfast to sustain you throughout the entire day – it’s
not enough. For 2021, I encourage you to consider a plan to ensure that you’ll read
God’s Word regularly. We have provided a Bible Reading Schedule to make this easier
for you. Feel free to pick one up at the entrance and exit of the sanctuary.
Prayer
If Bible reading is like food, then prayer is like water, and we all know we need water
to survive. I’m surprised how many Christians regularly go many days without
praying. Praying before meals and silently here and there is good, but a more vibrant
prayer life is needed for continual spiritual growth. We need regular times to pray, in a
private room, where we can praise/adore God for his character, confess sin, thank God
for his blessings, and to ask God for our desires.
Each week we publish a prayer bulletin to assist you in your prayer life.
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Church Attendance
I 100% understand that some choose to stay home because of COVID-19. If you don’t feel
comfortable leaving your home, please don’t feel obligated to leave to come and worship in
person. On the other hand, please make sure the church isn't the only place you won’t attend.
Too many members and attenders of our fellowship stay home from services but still go to
work, Walmart, Food Lion, doctors, family gatherings, recreational outings etc. The good
news is since our church has made significant upgrades to our technology system I encourage
you to block your schedule on Sunday mornings and evenings to gather with God’s people
either in-person or digitally. Oh, by the way, please don't forget your obligation to financially
contribute to the ongoing work and ministry of SBC during your absence.
Reading Christian Books
One of the primary ways I grow as a Christian is through reading Christian books. I would be
a million miles further behind if it weren’t for the writings of men and women who build my
faith. I understand that some of us are more inclined to read than others, but I do think every
Christian should have some level of eagerness to grow in their knowledge of God. Schedule
time in your day (even just 10-15 minutes per day is good) to read more good books.
Focus On One Particular Besetting Sin
John Owen once said “we are to be killing sin, or sin will be killing you.” Instead of focusing
on all of your sins in a collective effort (we can’t even begin to know half of all the ways we
sin!) consider one, and ask God to help you kill this sin. I'm not offering some easy cookiecutter answers, but a grace driven effort in conjunction with the power of the Holy Spirit will
help you make at least some improvements in your godly living.
We may not all see eye-to-eye on the enthusiasm with which we need to improve and in what
areas, but I hope we can all agree that our spiritual lives are the most important thing about
us. I’m a work in progress, and so are you. We may not be where we want to be, but by God’s
grace, may we be heading in the right direction.
1 Corinthians 15:10 "But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I,
but the grace of God which was with me."
Kevin DeYoung writes, “I should hasten to add that measuring your progress in the
pursuit of holiness is easier said than done. For starters, you shouldn’t take your
spiritual temperature every day. You need to look for progress over months and years,
not by minutes and hours.”
May we seek to be godlier in 2021 than we were in 2020.
Be the Church in Prayer,
SBC 2.1 for 2021
Pastor Carroll
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Jesus Died For You!
Will You Live for Him?
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Because He Prepared Not His Heart
II Chronicles 12: 1-14

You must understand that you will do what you want to do. You will not be forced to do
what you do not want to do. In that light, you do not have to prepare to do evil; that comes
naturally. You will do evil if you do not prepare your heart to seek the Lord, and there is no
limit to evil (Jeremiah 17:9).
On the other hand, there is no limit to doing good. How much you prepare your heart to
serve the Lord will determine how much good you do, while how little time you spend
preparing your heart will equal how much evil you do.
Remember, Rehoboam did evil because he did not prepare his heart to seek the Lord. Have
you spent time in daily prayer and Bible reading?
I know that some people think its alright to miss church, not read their Bible and they feel
they are fine. I know first hand they are not. There is something filling your mind and heart
and if it isn’t The Lord it’s something from Satan. If you are not desiring to be around
Christians, reading your Bible and spending time in prayer you already have a big problem.
In God’s time you will see what harm you have caused yourself, your family and those
brothers/sisters in Christ that you left behind.
Just like cancer which there are many kinds, you don’t know you got it till a little ways
down the road. Sin destroys. Turn your heart and life back to the Lord. He loves you, He
died for you, and living for Him is a far better life to live than any other way there is. My
name is Gail and I’m begging you to come back to the Lord and spend your life with Him!

Jerimiah 33:3 “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest not.”
Deuteronomy 3:24 “O Lord God, thou has begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and
thy might hand: for what God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to
thy works, and according to thy might?”
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05 Remonia Hayes
06 Annette White
18 Jerry Wilcox
21 Spencer Close
23 Barbara Bowen
24 Fran Able
26 Dave Kruger
28 Jaelyn Phillips
Happy Anniversary
Henry & Gail
Klaiss
Dec 22nd

2 Skylar Klaiss
2 Scott Klaiss
3 Mary Coltrane
6 Jacob Fluker
10 Richard Crow
16 Rose Lewis
20 Russell Robertson
25 Sheryl Hall
25 Sharon O’Neal
27 Michelle Mendoza
27 Jacqueline Whitley
30 Doug Jones
30 Edward Phillips
31 Tamaya Hudson
31 Laura Chapman

Please forgive me, somehow, I did not realize that the birthdays for
December were not in the newsletter.
Fill free to email me if you see mistakes (be gentle) and I will do my best to
correct it. Thank you.

As your editor I want to wish you and your family a
wonderful and blessed Christmas!

January 2021

My prayer is that in the New Year you and I will
continue to be brought closer to our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.

I hope you have enjoyed the Newsletter this past year.
And I look forward to working with you and sharing
what
God has laid
on our hearts.
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
As always
To God Be
The Glory !
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In Christ, Gail Klaiss
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