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“….Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit…” Zechariah 4:6
HIS STRENGTHENING MINISTRY

Recap: Last week we discussed the Holy Spirit’s work of sanctification in our lives. We identified that the Holy Spirit searches and convicts. From that he teaches us and enlightens us. Throughout the entire process He is producing holiness in our life. Day by day, the Holy Spirit is conforming us to the image of Jesus Christ as we allow Him to work in our lives.

Introduction: Having the right fuel in our walk is of upmost importance.  Paul puts it this way, “Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.” 2 Cor 12:10 Now that is a radical idea, it flies in the face of our natural thinking: Strength through weakness. This week we will learn about the Holy Spirit’s ability to strengthen us. 


Intro  (CONT):

“Life just has a way of repeatedly bringing us to total spiritual, emotional, and physical depletion.”

“When you get weary in life, everything can be viewed negatively. Vince Lombardi said, Fatigue makes cowards of us all.”

Example: Car running on empty
Discussion: Weariness in life

“While we like to pretend that we have life “under control”, He understands that life is beyond our control”

Isaiah 40:29-31 He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no might he increaseth strength. 30Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 31But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

“Your weariness is not a surprise to God.”





I. The Holy Spirit Lead and Guides

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

a. The Holy Spirit Searches 

i. The new internal leader
             or
ii. The emotional leader

Example:  Ship or Aircraft

The story of Joshua chapter 1

II. The Holy Spirit Assures

Romans: 8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

a. We are God’s child

b. We are loved unconditionally

“It’s when you are loved in spite of yourself that you know the deepest love possible.”

Romans 5: 5-9 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.6For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.
1 John 4:19 We love him, because he first loved us.
“It’s easy for us to know that God loves us, but to think he actually likes us escapes our grasp. But he does!”
III. The Holy Spirit Comforts
John 14:16-18 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;17Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.18I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.

John 16:7 But because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
“This was not their version of the script”
Acts 1:6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?
Example: The Apostles, Paul in jail
Comforter – Intercessor, Consoler, Advocate
a. We have comfort in death and eternity
i. I Thess 4:13
b. We have supernatural comfort
i. Job 16:2
ii. Psalm 69:20
c. In the dark hours of life the Holy Spirit gives us scripture, assurance of hope, reminders of God’s love
Mark 9:24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.
Example: The sunrise

IV. The Holy Spirit Intercedes
“Some trials of life are so emotionally and mentally overwhelming that they leave us in a dense fog of reason and concern”
Romans 8:26-28 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.27And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.28And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
a. He knows your heart
b. He knows God’s heart
c. Groanings = intensity

V. The Holy Spirit gives Patience and Hope
Romans 5:2-5 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.3And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;4And patience, experience; and experience, hope: 5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Patience and Hope - The imparted ability to endure the trial (patience) and to see, by faith, the good hand of God through it (hope).
“Faith cannot be developed in comfortable surroundings.”
Example – Abraham and Issac
Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
“Every dynamic of life has eternal implications. Every trial has a hopeful outcome…”

VI. The Holy Spirit Renews Strength

Example – Second wind. 
“In the marathon of the Christian life, when you’ve run long and hard, when your spirit is growing weary and you wonder how you will go another day—He runs to your side and breathes a second wind into your spiritual lungs.” 
Eph 3:16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 
2 Cor 4:16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.

a. We are strengthened inwardly
b. We are renewed inwardly
i. Day by day Rom 12:2
ii. 2 Tim 4:7-17
iii. Col 1:11


